MINUTES

MEETING OF THE RICHMOND BOARD OF SELECTMEN

TOWN OFFICE CONFERENCE ROOM

6:30P.M.-THURSDAY JANUARY 15, 2009

1.0 CALL TO ORDER

Selectman Thompson called the meeting to order at 6:30p.m.

Present was:  Burt Batty, Thomas Fortier, Mike Broadbent, Jim Goodall, Rose Beckwith, John Vear, Tracy Tuttle, David Thompson, Darryl Sterling, Laurisa Loon, Thomas Fortier, Seth Goodall, Gail & Merrill Carkin, Bucky Bodge, Dave Peppard, and Dan Dutton.
2.0 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3.0
REQUEST TO APPROVE BOARD OF SELECTMEN MINUTES OF DECEMBER 18, 2008 AND JANUARY 7, 2009

Selectman Batty made a motion to approve the minutes, Selectman Tuttle seconded, motion passed (4-0), Selectman Goodall absent.
4.0
APPOINTMENTS, RESIGNATIONS, PROCLAMATIONS, RESOLUTIONS-None
5.0 PUBLIC HEARINGS, PRESENTATION

5.1
2009 CDBG Infrastructure Grant in the amount of $500,000.

The purpose of the grant application is for the Richmond Utilities district to upgrade its Sewer Infrastructure.

Selectman Tuttle made a motion to move into Public Hearing at 6:32p.m. Selectman Batty seconded, motion passed (4-0).
Darryl Sterling stated that a Letter of Intent had been submitted and accepted by DECD to apply for CDBG PI Grant.
The District is looking at applying to USDA Rural Development for a loan to help off set user rate increases.  The sewer project would be 30% Grant and 70% Loan, with a possible user rate increase at 10%.

The Utilities District states that after the project is completed the replacement PVC pipes offer a 100 year life expectancy.
Selectman Batty questions if the District has pursued alternate avenues?  Mike Broadbent stated that they are pursuing an economic stimulus package through a SRF Fund, and they are high on the list to receive these benefits.

The best possible scenario for the district would be to receive the CDBG Grant along with the SRF Funding.
Darryl Sterling stated the North Front Street sidewalk work scheduled for summer 2009 should be collaborated with the district during the sewer infrastructure repair.

Hearing no more comments, Selectman Beckwith made a motion to come out of public hearing, Selectman Goodall seconded, motion passed (5-0).
The Board of Selectman would like to discuss 7.3 before making a decision.

5.2
Gail & Merrill Carkin-Abatement Hearing

Selectman action requested to abate taxes.
Abatement Request-Gail & Merrill Carkin

Selectman Batty made a motion to except the assessors valuation as final, no second, motion failed. 
Selectman Tuttle stated the board did not make decisions at the prior hearings in front of the applicant and would like to wait and discuss this abatement at a later time.

The board moved to review the abatement at a later date and would respond to the applicant with a letter stating their final decision.

6.0
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS-UNFINISHED BUSINESS-None

7.0
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS-NEW BUSINESS

7.1
Proposed Amendments to the Fee Policy for the Appeals Board and Code Enforcement Permits-Thomas Fortier
Selectmen action requested to amend the fee policy schedule for the Board of Appeals and Code Enforcement Permits.

1st Change would be to remove the wording from the fee policy “for a variance” reflecting that the fee is for all appeal board applications.  

2nd Change would be to raise the application fee from $100. to $200. to cover administrative fees as well as postage and advertisement cost.  The decision to amend this fee arose after several appeal applications failed to reimburse the town for the cost of postage and publishing hearing notices in the local newspapers.  These fees have ranged from $50. up to $100.  

Selectman Thompson made a motion to adopt the recommended changes on the Fee Policy, Selectman Beckwith seconded, motion passed (5-0).
7.2
Form 801 Assessor Notification for CIT Technology Financing Service, Inc.

Selectman action requested to approve the application for reimbursement of property tax associated with “eligible business property.”

Selectman Goodall recused himself.
Selectman Tuttle made a motion to approve the application for reimbursement of property tax, Selectman Batty seconded, motion passed (4-0-1) Selectman Goodall abstained from vote.
7.3
RUD Request for Special Town Meeting for rate payer approval to increase debt limit.

The Trustees of the Richmond Utilities District are requesting that the Districts Charter be amended to increase the allowed indebtedness from $2,000,000. to $3,500,000.

The Richmond Utilities District is requesting the Selectman schedule a special town meeting to increase the districts indebtedness from $2,000,000. to $3,500,000.
If the district can’t raise the indebtedness they will not qualify for the grant.  The districts main concern is the rate payers.
Selectman Thompson made a motion to authorize the Town Manager within the next two weeks to have a town meeting to raise the borrowing limit for RUD from 2,000,000. To 4,000,000., Selectman Beckwith seconded.  Discussion; Selectman Batty stated he is not in favor of raising the requested amount by $500,000., the district has requested $3,500,000, the motion was amended to authorize the Town Manager within the next two weeks to schedule a town meeting to raise the borrowing limit for RUD from $2,000,000, to $3,500,000., motion passed (3-2).

Selectman Thompson made a motion to add agenda item 7.5 to apply and accept grant funds, Selectman Batty seconded, motion passed (5-0).

7.4
RUD Board of Directors request for approval for Board of Trustee compensation
The Trustees of the Richmond Utilities District request that the Board of Selectman take under advisement and approve the compensation of the Board of Trustees in the amount of $1,500. per year.

The trustees would like to amend the charter to add compensation for the board of trustees. 

Selectman Thompson made a motion to add an article for the special town meeting warrant to include an amendment to the charter to add compensation, Selectman Beckwith seconded, discussion; Selectman Tuttle feels it is bad timing and that might not be to the boards benefit, Selectman Goodall would like to see this addressed at a regular town meeting in June.

Trustee Peppard feels it’s not right to go to a town meeting vote, and feels the selectmen should decide. The Town Manager states there is still a motion on the table, Selectman Goodall called for a vote,(1-3-1) Selectman Batty abstained, motion failed.
Selectman Tuttle made a motion to vote on the stipend as a selectboard, no second, motion failed.

Selectman Batty made a motion to have the Town and RUD put together a rate payer meeting to have a vote on the stipend for the trustees, Selectman Thompson seconded, discussion; the trustees feel that residents of Pleasant Pond should not debate this issue, Selectman Batty and Thompson withdrew their motions.

Selectman Batty made a motion to table 7.4 and have Mike and the Town Manager put together a plan for action, absent of selectboard action, if feasible, Selectman Thompson seconded, motion passed (4-1).

7.5
Motion to apply and accept 2009 CDBG PI Grant Funds
Selectman Thompson made a motion to apply and accept 2009 CDBG Infrastructure Grant funds in the amount of $500,000, Selectman Beckwith seconded, motion passed (5-0).
8.0 MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS-ORAL & WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS

8.1
Public-Dave Peppard stated he is opposed to the Department of Conservation taking Swan Island over from IFW.
8.2
Selectmen
Selectman Tuttle: would like an update on the Touchton issue.  The Town Manager stated they need to move on fixing the draining by the end of month or they will be fined.

Selectman Batty:
· There will be a meeting on January 20th on the Riverfront Community discussion with Darryl Sterling and the Waterfront Committee, to discuss how funds are allocated for the riverfront projects.

· There will be a meeting February 4th with several committees including Friends of Swan Island, the Waterfront Committee and Merry meeting Bay, at 3:00p.m.

Selectman Beckwith- Stated she received complaints that the recycling bin is full.

Selectman Goodall

· The citizens are taking advantage of the recycling, and would like to commend the workers at the transfer station. 

· Look at budget for improvements 
· Would like to see the recycling bin relocated if possible for easier in and out drop off.
· The board should meet next Thursday for a brief overview of the budget.

Selectman Thompson-Would like as the board review the budget thoroughly before next Thursdays meeting.

8.3
Town Manager

· The Town Manager presented an overview of the budget and a copy was passed out to the selectmen.
· The State Budget calls for Tree Growth at a10% loss local revenue sharing.
· The Town Manager reported a meeting with RSU Commissioner and the commissioner is working on a flat RSU budget.

· The town received a $57,000. Homeland Security Grant for the police department to install a (Spillman System) communication program.  The County is working on getting laptops and licensing software.
· The Town Manager reported he is looking into buying “bulk fuel” with power options.
8.4
Board and Committee-The budget committee stated that they took a vote at a recent meeting and favored the idea of moving the trust funds into cds.
9.0 WARRANTS

9.1 Request for action regarding all disbursement warrants.

Selectman Thompson made a motion to sign the warrant, Selectman Batty seconded, motion passed (5-0).  

10.0 EXECUTIVE SESSION 1 M.R.S.A. 405(6)(A) Personnel Matters

Selectman Batty made a motion to move into Executive Session at 8:36p.m., Selectman Tuttle seconded, motion passed (5-0).

No Action Taken

Selectman Thompson made a motion to come out of Executive Session at 8:50p.m., Selectman Tuttle seconded, motion passed (5-0).

11.0 ADJOURNMENT

Selectman Batty made a motion to adjourn at 8:50p.m., Selectman Beckwith seconded, motion passed (5-0).

Respectfully Submitted By: _______________________________





Laurisa Loon
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