RICHMOND PLANNING BOARD
TUESDAY, JANUARY 29, 2008
6:00 P.M.

MINUTES

1.0
Call to Order- Chairman Michael Lane called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m.  Members present were Russ Hughes, Ed Mackenzie, Jeff Severance as well as Dick Reed, Cynthia Lobenstien, Clarence Cummins, Judy Batty, Burt Batty, Jim Goodall and secretary Laurisa Loon.  
2.0 Unfinished Business-Judy Batty-Umberhine Library Application
Michael Lane stated he will not be recusing himself from the meeting since his client no longer is considered a conflict of interest.  Applicant stated that would be fine.

Dick Reed architect for the Umberhine library gave an overview of the proposed structure.  The library is located in the Village District within the Main Street Commercial Industrial Sub District and also the Historic District.  The building would have 148.5 feet of Main Street frontage, the lot coverage is approximately 14,281± S.F., the library will be a one story of 6,043± S.F., at 33± feet high.  Parking would be along Main Street and a separate parking area along Myrtle Street.  Michael Lane states that the minimum spaces needed is two (2) spaces.  Architectural renderings of the proposed building mimic a “Greek Revival” with asphalt roof, traditional windows and clapboard siding.

Approximate cost of the library is estimated at $1,320,000.

Michael Lane states the Library Committee will need to show financial capacity before breaking any ground also an analysis of storm water run-off shown on the site plan.

The library committee is still unsure if they are going to renovate the existing library or attempt to go through the process of demolition.  Michael Lane states if the library is considering the demolition process they will need to thoroughly examine Article 5. Section J. “Demolition/Removal of Buildings of Historic Significance” and follow steps (a through e).  The lot that the library rests upon must always be for the purpose of a library which is stated in the last will and testimony of Mr. Umberhine.

J.
DEMOLITION/ REMOVAL OF BUILDINGS OF HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE  

No building permit for the removal or demolition of any historic building located in the Richmond Historic Area as entered on the National Register of Historic Places or historic or archaeological resource shall be issued by the CEO until

(a) such building or resource has been identified by the Richmond Planning Board upon  consultation with the Maine Historic Preservation Commission  as not of historic significance and as incompatible with the Richmond Historic District as Registered on the National Register of Historic Places and described in Article 4, Special Performance Standards or 

(b) the property owner can demonstrate that it is not capable of earning an economic return on its value in its present location as appraised by a qualified real estate appraiser. 

(c) If such a demonstration can be made, issuance of a permit for removal or demolition shall be delayed for a period of one hundred eighty (180) days. Such time period shall commence when an application for a permit and the Statement of Sale, as outlined below, have been filed with the Planning Board

(d) the property owner can demonstrate that he/she has not been able to sell the building or resource in a reasonable amount of time, 

(e) the CEO has demonstrate that the building or resource presents an irreparable or unreasonable safety hazard to the public.

Notices shall be posted on the premises of the building or resource proposed for demolition in a location clearly visible from the street.  In addition, notice shall be published in a newspaper of general local circulation at least three (3) times prior to demolition, the final notice of which shall be not less than fifteen (15) days prior to the date of the permit and the first notice of which shall be published no more than fifteen (15) days after the application for a permit to demolish is filed.

Prior to the issuance of such permit for removal, the owners shall stipulate that the proper notices as required had been posted, that the property was properly offered for sale, that there has been no bona fide offer made, and that no contract for sale has been executed with interested parties.  The owner shall for the period of time set forth and at a price reasonably set forth and at a price reasonably related to its face market value, make a bona fide offer to sell such building or structure, and the land pertaining thereto, to any person, firm, corporation, government or agency thereof, or political subdivision or agency thereof, which gives reasonable assurance that it is willing to preserve and restore the building or structure and the land pertaining thereto.

Prior to making such offer to sell, an owner shall first file a statement with the Richmond Planning Board identifying the property, the offering price, and the date the offer to sell shall begin.  The time period set forth in this section shall not commence until such statement has been filed.
3.0
New Business- None
4.0
Correspondence-Alice Knapp “Email Correspondence” in reference to the “Old Goat” Renovation.  Michael Lane has addressed and forwarded to the Town Manager to seek legal council.
5.0
Approve Minutes of 11-27-07, Russ Hughes made a motion to approve the minutes, Jeff Severance seconded, motion passed (4-0).
6.0
Adjourn- Russ Hughes made a motion to adjourn at 7:30 p.m., Jeff Severence seconded motion passed (4-0).

Respectfully Submitted by:______________________________





   Laurisa Loon, Secretary
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