
MINUTES
MEETING OF THE RICHMOND BOARD OF SELECTMEN
TOWN OFFICE CONFERENCE ROOM
6:00 PM – THURSDAY JANUARY 29, 2009
0.0
BUDGET WORKSHOP-6:00P.M.-7:00P.M. 

1.0
CALL TO ORDER
Selectman Goodall called the meeting to order at 7:02p.m., present was Burt Batty, David Thompson, Rose Beckwith, Tracy Tuttle, Robert Bodge, David Peppard, John Vear, Dick Pickett, Mike Broadbent, Darryl Sterling, Laurie Boucher, Thomas Fortier and Laurisa Loon.
2.0
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
3.0
REQUEST TO APPROVE BOARD OF SELECTMEN MINUTES OF JANUARY 15, 2009 

Selectman Thompson made a motion to approve the minutes, Selectman Batty seconded, motion passed (5-0).
4.0
APPOINTMENTS, RESIGNATIONS, PROCLAMATIONS, RESOLUTIONS
4.1
Richmond Days Committee Appointments-Mary Dow, Charlie Ipcar, Betty Horning, Judy Batty, O’Neil Laplante, Tim Acord, Diane Crosby, Nick Noble, David Thompson, Judy Savage and Laurisa Loon

Selectman Tuttle made a motion to appoint Mary Dow, Charlie Ipcar, Betty Horning, Judy Batty, O’Neil Laplante, Tim Acord, Diane Crosby, Nick Noble, David Thompson, Judy Savage and Laurisa Loon to the Richmond Days Committee, Selectman Beckwith seconded, motion passed (4-1), Selectman Thompson abstained from vote.
5.0
PUBLIC HEARINGS, PRESENTATION
5.1 Richmond Utilities District Public Hearing-Request for Special Election

Selectman action requested to sign and approve a warrant for a special town referendum election to see if the town would favor an increase to the debt limit of the Richmond Utilities District from $2,000,000. to $3,500,000., voting would be by secret ballot to take place February 10, 2009 at the Richmond Town Office.

Selectman Thompson made a motion to move into public hearing, Selectman Beckwith seconded, motion passed (5-0).

The Trustees of the Richmond Utilities District are requesting that the Districts Charter be amended to increase the allowed indebtedness from $2,000,000. to $3,500,000.

There is a need for approximately $1,300,000. in required work for sewer infrastructure repairs to be in compliance with DEP. 

If the district were to borrow the $1.5M without any grants or stimulus money, rates would be raised.  The district is not looking at borrowing the total $1.5M, the objective is to only finance between $400,000-$700,000. with the hopes of receiving the grants.

Short term projects and rate increases are the alternative to not being able to raise the indebtedness.
A resident questioned if the $3,500,000. will take care of the projects.  Mike Broadbent responded, that yes it will take care of the necessary projects and future needs. 
If the district can’t raise the indebtedness they will not qualify for the grant.  The districts main concern is the rate payers.
Selectman Thompson made a motion to come out of public hearing, Selectman Beckwith seconded, motion passed (5-0).

Selectman Thompson made a motion to hold a special election February 10, 2009, Selectman Tuttle seconded, motion passed (5-0).
6.0
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS-UNFINISHED BUSINESS

None

7.0
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS-NEW BUSINESS

7.1
Swan Island Yacht Club Contract/Fees
Selectman discussion requested to discuss the Swan Island Yacht Club’s contract and fees from $300 to $500.
Selectman Thompson made a motion to table the item, Selectman Batty seconded, discussion, Town Manager stated that the Yacht Club pays the town for dock space and portable toilet rentals, he has since been informed that there may no longer be a Swan Island Yacht Club.

Due to a lack of members, motion passed (5-0). 
8.0
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS – ORAL & WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS

8.1 
Public-None
8.2 Selectman


Selectman Batty

· There was a waterfront Committee meeting last Monday-January 26th.  

· A meeting with IFW will be February 4th at 3:00p.m. at the town office.
· A waterfront park marketing brochure is in the drafting process and looking at combining Merrymeeting Bay Region information.
· There has been continuing discussion on the need to widen the boat launch.
· The committees first priority is to stabilize the shoreline at the southern end with Rip/Rap and/or bulkhead.

· The committee is looking at the Ship Grant program for additional funds to put towards shoreline stabilization.

Selectman Tuttle

· The roads were well maintained during the last storm, public works did a great job.

· Where is the board with the stipend for the Utilities District.
· On February 6th at 4:30p.m. there will be a send off for the Town Manager.

Selectman Beckwith

· Selectman Beckwith feels the stipend is a non issue and the board of selectmen should vote on the stipend.

Selectman Thompson

· Please review the county tax budget and call your commissioner and express your discontent if that is how you feel. 

Selectman Goodall

· Selectman Goodall stated that the public works has done an excellent job this season with road maintenance and clean up during and after storms.

· Under the Town Manager report can you update us with where the public works budget stands to date, how are we handling recycling throughout the winter and has the energy audit been scheduled?

        
 8.3 
Town Manager
Thank you for mentioning the highway department’s good work, approximately100-200yrds behind in salt and sand use to date.  Recycling is being used every weekend and the state is no longer offering the energy audits.  The BRED committee is featuring Richmond to the State Legislature.  

    
 8.4 
Boards and Committees-None
9.0
WARRANTS

9.1
Request for action regarding all disbursement warrants


Selectman Goodall abstained from running the meeting.

Selectman Batty made a motion to approve the warrant, Selectman Tuttle seconded, discussion, Selectman Thompson questioned the Town Manager on employees going over on comp time, the Town Manager responded that in this particular situation the employee uses comp time to off set time used for National Guard training and that it also helps the town save money by eliminating the need for time and half, the motion passed (4-0-1) Seth Goodall abstained from the vote.
10.0
EXECUTIVE SESSION 1 M.R.S.A. § 405(6)(A) Personnel Matters
Selectman Thompson made a motion to move into Executive Session Personnel Matters and Legal Issue, Selectman Tuttle seconded, motion passed (5-0).

No action taken

Selectman Thompson made a motion to come out of Executive Session at 8:45p.m., Selectman Tuttle seconded, motion passed (4-0).
The Town Manager advertisement is to be posted as soon as possible, the ad is to be run for two week  in the Maine Sunday Telegram, MMA, Town Website, etc…. applications are to be returned by February 18, 2009.
11.0
ADJOURNMENT

Selectman Thompson made a motion to adjourn at 8:45p.m., Selectman Tuttle seconded, motion passed (4-0).
Respectfully Submitted By:_______________________________





Laurisa Loon
Seth Goodall, Chairman


David Thompson, Vice


Burt Batty


Rose Beckwith


Tracy Tuttle
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