MINUTES

MEETING OF THE RICHMOND BOARD OF SELECTMEN

TOWN OFFICE CONFERENCE ROOM

5:00P.M.-THURSDAY FEBRUARY 12, 2009

0.0 BUDGET WORKSHOP-5:00-7:00P.M.

1.0 CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Goodall called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m., present was, Steve Musica, Dan Dunton, Jim Goodall, Debra Turner, Tracy Tuttle, Seth Goodall, Rose Beckwith, Burt Batty, David Thompson, Robert Jolly, Laurisa Loon and Thomas Fortier.
2.0 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3.0 REQUEST TO APPROVE BOARD OF SELECTMEN MINUTES OF JANUARY 29, 2009

Selectman Tuttle made a motion to approve the minutes of January 29, 2009, Selectman Beckwith seconded, motion passed (5-0).

4.0
APPOINTMENTS, RESIGNATIONS, PROCLAMATIONS, RESOLUTIONS

4.1
Appointment of Steve Musica as Interim Town Manager effective 2/16/09

Selectman action requested to appoint Steve Musica as Interim Town Manager, Treasurer, Tax Collector, Road Commissioner and Clerk to Overseers of the Poor.


Selectman Batty made a motion to appoint Steve Musica as Interim Town Manager, Treasurer, Tax Collector, Road Commissioner and Clerk to Overseers of the Poor, effective February 16, 2009, Selectman Beckwith seconded, motion passed (5-0).

5.0
PUBLIC HEARINGS, PRESENTATION


Selectman Goodall recused himself from the meeting.

Selectman Thompson called for a motion for an additional agenda item.  Selectman Tuttle made a motion to add 7.2 Abatement Requests, Selectman Beckwith seconded, motion passed (3-1) Selectman Batty opposed.
5.1 Debra Turner-Abatement Hearing

Selectman action requested to abate taxes.

Debra Turner presented her request for abatement.  She feels the value of her home has been over assessed.  The purchase price for her home in December 2006 was $155,000.  The current valuation of her home is $172,000. with a $13,000 homestead exemption for a total value of $159,000.

No action taken at this time tabled under 7.2 Abatement Request.
6.0
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS-UNFINISHED BUSINESS-None
7.0
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS-NEW BUSINESS


7.1
Form 801 Assessor Notification for P. R. Russell, Inc.

Selectman action requested to approve the application for reimbursement of property tax associated with “eligible business property.”

Selectman Batty made a motion to approve the application for reimbursement of personal property tax, Selectman Tuttle seconded, motion passed (4-0).
7.2 Abatement Request 
Selectman Tuttle made a motion to accept the assessors changes on James Decker request for abatement, Selectman Beckwith seconded, motion passed (4-0).

Selectman Tuttle made a motion to accept the assessors changes on Gail & Merrill Carkin request for abatement, Selectman Beckwith seconded, motion passed (4-0).

Selectman Tuttle made a motion to accept the assessors changes on Kathy Bodge request for abatement, Selectman Beckwith seconded, motion passed (4-0).

Selectman Tuttle made a motion to deny the abatement requested by Linda Leonard for abatement, Selectman Beckwith seconded, motion passed (4-0).

Selectman Tuttle made a motion to deny the abatement requested by Gary Andrews for abatement, Selectman Beckwith seconded, motion passed (4-0).

Selectman Tuttle made a motion to deny the abatement requested by Debra Turner for abatement, Selectman Batty seconded, motion failed (0-2-2).  Selectman Batty and Beckwith against, Selectman Tuttle and Thompson abstained from vote.
Selectman Batty made a motion to table this abatement until further information is obtained to make a more informed decision, Selectman Beckwith seconded, motion passed (4-0).
8.0
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS-ORAL & WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS
8.1
Public-None
8.2
Selectmen

Selectman Beckwith would like make sure the RUD Stipends are on the next agenda.
Selectman Tuttle-Expressed thanks to Town Manager Fortier for all his hard work on the budget and wish him well.

Selectman Thompson-Expressed thanks to Town Manager Fortier and Interim Manager Musica.
Selectman Batty-Met with RUD and Wright Pierce to discuss the waterfront park improvements, they discussed the location of a permanent restroom, a consensus was reached for the south side of the RUD pump out building and north of the boat ramp into the hill, eco friendly with an observation deck on the top.  Also would like to express his interest in the Harbormaster Workshop and would like to attend the annual course for harbormasters this March.
Selectman Goodall

· The Department of Economic Development and BRED has had Richmond on there topic list.  
· We will be hearing on Swan Island shortly, we need to look at improving access, funding and the function of the island and any Selectman written testimony would be beneficial.  
· Have staff look at saving money on the Town Report. 
· The Old Goat had a great chili turnout. 
· There will be a large park wedding taking place this summer.

· Would like to look at having a Peacock Beach presentation in the future.

· All Town Manager applications need to be kept private.

· The legislature budget is to be passed in April. 
8.3 Town Manager

· The RUD election referendum was approved 107-17. 
· The Economic brochure for Richmond is impressive.
· The Town Manager expressed his thanks for the boards confidence in him.

· The harbormaster contract will not to be renewed.

Interim Manager Musica is looking at how the Tax Commitment is to be transferred from manger to manager.

On Monday the 23rd at 7:00p.m. there will be a  Special Selectboard Meeting.
8.4 Boards and Committees

Dan Dunton-Cable Committee announced they had two meetings and reviewed six applications.  There is a vacancy, and Robert Jolly is interested in being on the committee and recommends he be appointed.

9.0 WARRANTS

9.1 Request for action regarding all disbursement warrants.

Selectman Beckwith made a motion to approve the warrant, Selectman Batty seconded, motion passed (5-0).

10.0 ADJOURNMENT

Selectman Batty made a motion to adjourn, Selectman Tuttle seconded, motion passed (5-0).

Respectfully Submitted By:______________________________





Laurisa Loon
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