MINUTES

MEETING OF THE RICHMOND BOARD OF SELECTMEN

TOWN OFFICE CONFERENCE ROOM

6:00P.M.-WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2010

1.0 CALL TO ORDER-6:00P.M.

Selectman Present: David Thompson, Rose Beckwith, Michelle Snowden and Clarence Cummins.   Tracy Tuttle arrived at 6:28p.m.

Others Present: Geoff Dow, Mary Washburn-Hennessy, Cem Giray, Bill Keleher, Travis Pryor, Darryl Sterling, Marian Anderson, Laurisa Loon, Dan Dunton and Dennis Sposato.
2.0 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3.0 REQUEST TO APPROVE BOARD OF SELECTMEN MINUTES OF JANUARY 13, 2010

Selectman Cummins would like to amend 8.3 Town Manager to remove the verbiage “at each budget meeting” to clarify he would like to see “a final vote before the committee approves the final budget.”

Selectman Snowden made a motion to approve the minutes as amended, Selectman Cummins seconded, motion passed (4-0).

4.0 APPOINTMENTS, RESIGNATIONS, PROCLAMATIONS, RESOLUTIONS
4.1
Judy Savage Resignation from the CDBG Board as an alternate member.
Selectman Snowden made a motion to accept the resignation and have a letter sent to thank her for her years of service, Selectman Beckwith seconded, motion passed (4-0).

5.0
PUBLIC HEARINGS, PRESENTATION

5.1
State of Maine 2010 CDBG Downtown Revitalization Grant in the amount of $600,000.

Selectman discussion on the 2010 CDBG Downtown Revitalization Grant in the amount of $600,000.  The purpose of the grant application is to eliminate Slum & Blight in the downtown with streetscape improvements.

Darryl Sterling stated that the Town submitted the “Letter of Intent”  to apply for the 2010 CDBG DR Grant to the Maine Department of Economic & Community Development.  This public hearing is a compliance meeting for citizen input.  
Selectman Cummins made a motion to move into public hearing for the 2010 CDBG Downtown Revitalization Grant, Selectman Snowden seconded, motion passed (4-0).

Darryl Sterling stated that no additional borrowing would be needed, the Town has leverage and credit for making the match obligation above and beyond the desired amount.   The overall project is expected to total approximately 1.6 million.
The project would concentrate on Main Street; streetscapes, uphill lighting, more sidewalks and street print as well as landscaping.  The project also represents the goal of adding 50-75 jobs in the community.
This grant is incentive for private investment with several local business already committed to the project.  Selectman Cummins questioned if money would be taken from the TIF.  Darryl replied that money from the TIF would be dedicated but no new borrowing would be needed.  The grant would require at least a 25% local match.  The Town would have a higher match to work with by applying recent construction efforts and private investment.
Selectman Thompson questioned if there was an idea on operating expense and/or maintenance cost for the new lighting?  Darryl Sterling replied that these would be town owned lamps and not leased like the current CMP lighting.

Selectman Cummins questioned whether the commitments from private partnership are a firm agreement or just promises.  Darryl Sterling replied that they are firm commitments, Bill Keleher of Micro Technologies is present and has already provided a letter to the Town.  Gary Nash is in the process of providing a letter.

Darryl Sterling stated that the Town has made a commitment to make streetscape improvements over the past several years and funds are stretched.  The Town needs the grant money to give Richmond a competitive chance.  Darryl Sterling also added that the recent survey done by the Town asked if citizens were interested in seeking the 2010 DR Grant; the response was overwhelmingly positive.
If grant application is successful there would be an announcement in April, followed by a Phase 2 Public Hearing.  

Tracy Tuttle arrived at 6:28p.m.

Selectman Cummins made a motion to come out of public hearing, Selectman Snowden seconded, motion passed (5-0).
Selectman Tuttle made a motion to authorize the Town of Richmond to apply for 2010 CDBG Downtown Revitalization Grant Program funds in the amount of $600,000 to the State of Maine Department of Economic & Community Development and to accept and expend said grant funds, to make such assurances, assume such responsibilities and exercise such authority as are necessary and reasonable to implement such programs, Selectman Snowden seconded, motion passed, (5-0).

5.2 
“Mary’s Place”-Liquor License Application-Mary Washburn Hennessy

Selectman action requested to approve a liquor license at 146 Brunswick Road, Richmond, “Mary’s Placve.”

Selectman Tuttle opened the public hearing for Mary’s Place, Selectman Beckwith seconded, motion passed (5-0).

Mary Hennessy stated that she was fully aware of what was there before, she is looking for a small restaurant (sports bar) type of atmosphere.  She has been in the restaurant business for the past 17 years and would like the chance to work for herself.

She will be managing the operation along wither her sister and mother, future plans include eventually buying the building and making cosmetic outside repairs.

Selectman Cummins questioned how she will avoid problem people.  Mary stated she has a good support system in place and knows who the problem people are and will use all resources necessary to minimize trouble or problems that may arise. 

Selectman Tuttle made a motion to grant the Liquor License for business at Mary’s Place 146 Brunswick Road, Selectman Snowden seconded, motion passed (5-0).

Selectman Snowden made a motion to come out of public hearing, Selectman Tuttle seconded, motion passed (5-0).

7.0
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS- NEW BUSINESS

7.1
Geoff Dow Proposal of 11 Darrah Street-Geoff Dow

Selectman discussion on a proposal submitted by Geoff Dow for the purchase for the sum of $1.00 the remaining land of Harrison Springer, Book 55/Page 273 which consists of a 16.5 foot area that abuts area already owned by Geoff Dow.

The Town Manager stated that the board does not have the authority to make this decision, this needs to go to Town Meeting.  The buyers need to pay all costs involved with the purchase of the property.

Geoff Dow and Cem Girary stated that they are interested in the purchase of the property together to be used for parking for Micro Technologies as well as tenant parking for the Dow’s apartment building.

Selectman Thompson stated the board will consider and take under advisement and will have the Manager research to see what the cost would be.  
8.0
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS-ORAL & WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS

8.1
Public

Spectrum Generations-Dennis Spasato was present and presented the board with material and brochures on Spectrum Generations “Meals on Wheels” program.  Currently 8-10 residents receive Meals on Wheels on a weekly basis.  Resident income is the basis.  Spectrum Generations operates on 50% donations and 50% State funds.
8.2
Selectmen 

Selectman Cummins would like to thank the Town Manager for the email to Seth Goodall and Seth Berry regarding the culverts.  Also would like to know when would we be talking about the Personnel Manual?  The Town Manager responded today under E-Session.

Selectman Snowden stated that the sign the library put up is terrible.  The Town Manager responded maybe a resident could offer a public service to create a sign to help out with that.

Selectman Tuttle questioned if the softball fee has been paid.  The Town Manager responded that no they have not and a second letter has been sent out. 

Selectman Tuttle would also like to know if more surveys can be filled out?  Also trash has been acquired on Darrah Street, Mr. Purington has not been requiring trash to be put into cans.  The Town Manager responded that the Chief has been there several times in regards to this issue, the tenants are throwing out the trash.

Selectman Thompson stated that the Pine Tree proposal did not show any firm figures. He has also received a complaint on lighting that they seem to be always on.  
The Town Manager responded that the electrical company is suppose to be back to correct that issue.  
Selectman Thompson would like to have the Manager send a letter to DOT about the condition of Route 197 and ask what can be done to fix the road.
Selectman Snowden would like to do a Richmond Days Fundraiser Easter egg hunt and would like to use the waterfront park, also she has drafted a letter to get people to participate in the parade.

Selectman Cummins stated that the Augusta Library may be getting stimulus money for their library. Is this something the Richmond Library could seek?  
The Town Manager responded that the library would like to be operated by the town after a recent conservation with Judy Batty, currently all operating cost are being paid by the Town.  
Selectman Cummins would like to take the Elected Officials workshop class in June.
The Town Manager stated that Laurisa would sign up five Selectmen to attend the Elected Officials Workshop.

8.3
Town Manager

· Nomination papers will be available March 12th to be returned April 23rd  for elections on June 8th.
· Public works is receiving four new docks from the State at no cost.  
· There is a large tree on Lincoln Street being removed-they would need to bring a big truck in for the removal with a cost about $1,200.  We will receive estimates from McKenny Landscaping and a second smaller company.

· Steve Musica was in and is looking for a warrant article for $5,000 to purchase a DASH unit that would remove milfoil from Pleasant Pond.  They have received a $33,000 grant.

· The Town is going forward with serving warrants on those who have not licensed their dogs.

· RFP’s close this week on town building cleaning and town vehicle mechanics.

8.4
Boards & Committees

Dan Dunton-Chairman of the Cable TV Committee would like the Selectmen to appoint Joshua Rice to the committee, his appointment was an oversight .

Selectman Beckwith made a motion to reappoint Joshua Rice, Selectman Tuttle seconded, motion passed (5-0).

9.0
WARRANTS


9.1
Request for action regarding all disbursement warrants.
Selectman Snowden made a motion to approve the warrant, Selectman Cummins seconded, motion passed, (5-0).

10.0
EXECUTIVE SESSION 1 M.R.S.A. 405(6)(A)-Town Manager Review

Selectman Snowden made a motion to move into Executive Session at 7:32p.m., Selectman Cummins seconded, motion passed (5-0).

No action taken

Selectman Tuttle made a motion to come out of Executive Session at 8:05p.m., Selectman Snowden seconded, motion passed (5-0). 
11.0
ADJOURNMENT

Selectman Snowden made a motion to adjourn at 8:06p.m., Selectman Tuttle seconded, motion passed (5-0).

Respectfully Submitted By:_________________________





Laurisa Loon
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