MINUTES

MEETING OF THE RICHMOND BOARD OF SELECTMEN

TOWN OFFICE CONFERENCE ROOM

6:00p.m.-THURSDAY MARCH 26, 2009
0.0 6:00-7:00P.M. BUDGET MEETING

1.0 CALL TO ORDER

Present was: Gordon Sherman, Robert Bodge, Dick Pickett, William Schillinger, Jim Goodall, Mike Broadbent, Robert Sidelinger, Paul Adams and Peter Pickett.  Selectman present: Burt Batty, Rose Beckwith, Tracy Tuttle, David Thompson, Seth Goodall.  Also present: Interim Manager Steve Musica and Assistant Laurisa Loon.
2.0 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3.0 REQUEST TO APPROVE BOARD OF SELECTMEN MINUTES OF MARCH 12, 2009

Selectman Thompson made a motion to approve the minutes of March 12, 2009, Selectman Beckwith seconded, motion passed (4-0-1)  Selectman Batty abstained from vote (absent from the March 12th meeting).

4.0 APPOINTMENTS, RESIGNATIONS, PROCLAMATIONS, RESOLUTIONS

5.0 PUBLIC HEARINGS, PRESENTATION

5.1
Phase III 2008 CDBG Downtown Revitalization Grant, Public Hearing-Darryl Sterling
Downtown streetscape and sidewalk improvements, discussion on the North Front Street sidewalks project design and construction.
Selectman Thompson made a motion to move into public hearing, Selectman Batty seconded, motion passed (5-0).

Darryl Sterling gave an overview along with Travis Pryor of Wright Pierce.  They gave a power point presentation on the location of the sidewalks at North Front Street from Main to Tulip Street.  The presentation focused on the location, width, proximity to residence, stormwater drain locations and retaining walls.  
Selectman Tuttle stated she feels the residents are informed and are mostly in favor of the sidewalks.  
Selectman Goodall is worried of the impact on properties that require retaining walls and would like the town to go the extra step and work with the home owners with landscaping and greenery.  He also feels the sidewalks should tie into Main Street.   An improvement on downtown signage should be coordinated with Maine DOT.  
The width of sidewalks would be at a maximum five feet down to a three foot minimum throughout North Front Street.  Selectman Goodall is concerned that the public works department needs to be involved to coincide with plowing and to make sure the sidewalks can accommodate the blower.  Selectman Thompson questioned the estimated loss of on street parking.  The loss is minimal at most not more than five spots are currently being used for on street parking most of North Front Street does not accommodate any on street parking.  
Mike Broadbent stated that the Richmond Utilities Districts has switched engineers to Wright-Pierce to coordinate projects along with the Town.  There are (9)nine water shutoffs where the sidewalks will be placed, some will need to be moved back and may expose sewer lines to homes that will have banking, those lines will need to moved as well.  The Town along with the District will be coordinating project work bids together.
The bids will be out by Mid-May and under contract by July.  Construction would tentatively begin this summer and wrap up by November of 2009.   
6.0
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS-UNFINISHED BUSINESS


6.1
Maine Department of Transportation Bill-Steve Musica
Selectman action requested on the 2009 MDOT Bill on the 2007 Alexander Reed Road Project.

Selectman Thompson made a motion to table the item until further information is available, Selectman Batty seconded, motion passed (4-0) Selectman Tuttle absent from vote.


6.2
Trustees of Trust Funds Investment Update-Steve Musica
Selectman discussion and update on trust fund investments.

Selectman Goodall stated the board at a previous meeting voted not to move the funds and that it would not be conservative to move funds at this time.  The board is open for suggestions from a professional investment strategist.

7.0 ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS-NEW BUSINESS 
7.1 Cable Franchise Committee-Steve Musica

Selectman action requested to establish an ad hoc Cable Franchise Committee to negotiate the 2010 Time Warner Cable Contract.

Selectman Thompson made a motion to formulate a committee for the purpose of negotiating the Time Warner 2010 contract, Selectman Beckwith seconded, motion passed (5-0).
7.2 Harbormaster-Steve Musica
Selectman action on advertising for a new harbormaster.

Selectman Batty made a motion to table this item until the next meeting, he would like to have a recommendation from the waterfront committee to bring before the board.  The waterfront committee will act as interim harbormaster and send out the mooring applications and notices, Selectman Tuttle seconded, motion passed (5-0).

8.0
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS-ORAL & WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS

8.1
Public
Mike Broadbent stated that the overflow and drainage issues are a continuing problem, this should be addressed over the summer.   The Town and the district need to review the Stormwater drainage plan and find a solution.  
8.2 Selectman 
Selectman Batty-Stated he attended the harbormaster training as a backup for the harbormaster.  Burt has also spoken with Dresden regarding their rescue boat and they would be interested in working collaboratively with the Richmond Fire Department.

Selectman Thompson-Questioned if the “Air Exchange Unit Test” had been completed, Jill Adams replied that the test did not detect anything unhealthy, the unit is going down and will need to be replaced.  Selectman Batty questioned whether a purchase or an agreement had been made for a new unit. Jill Adams replied that the School Board is unaware of any purchase or agreement to purchase a unit.
8.3
Town Manager
· The Interim Town Manager stated they would need to notify Gardiner Ambulance 60 days in advance if you do not want to renew the contract.  
· Public Works received $42,000. in FEMA money.  
· Pike Industries/McGee has stopped hauling until the posted signs are removed. 
·  The Richmond Days circus location will mostly likely be located at the high school.  
· The office is working on foreclosed properties. 
· There are 2500 yards of sand and 50 tons of salt left after this past winter.
8.4
Boards & Committees
· Waterfront Committee meeting 6:00p.m. Monday 3/30/09
· The Land Use Ordinance Committee has recommended draft changes to the planning board.  They will need to schedule a public hearing, some the amendments to the ordinance include: change of use issues, grammatical changes, extending village to Williams Street to Baker Brook, Gleason’s Field as well, expanding at north end of town, sign ordinance changes and mobile home issues.
9.0
WARRANTS

9.1
Request for action regarding all disbursement warrants 

Selectman Batty made a motion to approve the warrant, Selectman Tuttle seconded, motion passed (5-0).

10.0 EXECUTIVE SESSION 1 M.R.S.A 405 (6)(e)Legal Issues

Tracy, Rose 9:37p.m. Executive Session (5-0)
Selectman Tuttle made a motion to come out of Executive Session at 10:32p.m., Selectman Beckwith seconded, motion passed (5-0).

No action taken

11.0 ADJOURNMENT 

Selectman Tuttle made a motion to adjourn at 10:32p.m., Selectman Beckwith seconded, motion passed (5-0).

Respectfully Submitted By:_________________________________





Laurisa Loon
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