MINUTES

MEETING OF THE RICHMOND BOARD OF SELECTMEN

TOWN OFFICE CONFERENCE ROOM

6:00P.M.-WEDNESDAY, JULY 28, 2010

1.0 CALL TO ORDER:

Selectmen Present: Tracy Tuttle, Clarence Cummins and Rose Beckwith

Others Present: Harold Averell, Bruce Baker, Bonnie Dushin, Keith Edwards, Shawn Pierce, Scott MacMaster, David Harris, Mr. & Mrs. Ouellete, David Thompson and Mrs. Thompson, Laurisa Loon and Marian Anderson
2.0 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3.0 REQUEST TO APPROVE BOARD OF SELECTMEN MINUTES OF JULY 14, 2010

Selectman Cummins made a motion to approve the minutes, Selectman Beckwith seconded, motion passed (3-0).
4.0 APPOINTMENTS, RESIGNATIONS, PROCLAMATIONS, RESOLUTIONS

4.1 Appointment of Cheryl Scribellito to the Budget Committee.

After discussion and review of the election results, Selectman Beckwith made a motion to appoint Cheryl Scribellito to the budget committee, Selectman Cummins seconded, motion passed (3-0).
5.0 PUBLIC HEARINGS, PRESENTATION

6.0 ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS-UNFINISHED BUSINESS

6.1 Richmond Police Cruiser Update-Scott MacMaster

Selectman update on the purchase of a police cruiser.

Chief MacMaster stated that the purchase price of a Crown Victoria is $22,000 and a Tahoe at $25,000.  The Chief stated that he has outlined the pros and cons of each vehicle and wanted to bring these items before the board.  This is the last year they are making the Crown Victoria.  The Tahoe would suit our needs a little bit better.  We also would like to give you an opportunity to look at both vehicles and answer questions you may have.  Selectman Cummins questioned if you have considered upgrading to a 4 x 4 vehicle.  Chief MacMaster responded that the current Ford Explorer is 4 x 4 wheel drive.   The cost to have the Tahoe with 4 x 4 capability would be an additional $2,500 and we could use the reserve money for the four wheel drive if we went in that direction.

The safety perspective on the Tahoe is the room for the Spillman laptop.   The air bag could be a potential problem in the Crown Victoria.  

Selectman Cummins stated that there is about a $4,000 difference between the purchase price of the vehicles but you would have four wheel drive if you went with the Tahoe.  Chief MacMaster added that the maintenance cost for the Tahoe is 36 cents a mile and 41 cents for the Crown Vic.  The warranty on the Tahoe is 100,000 and the Crown Vic is 60,000.

Selectman Cummins questioned how often we need a new vehicle?  Chief MacMaster replied typically every other year, last year we held on to the cruiser for an extra year. 

The Chief also added that the trade in is also better for Tahoes.
Selectman Cummins questioned what would the third car be replaced with?  The Chief responded either a Caprice or Intercepter, both prices are more than the Tahoe.

Selectman Cummins added he would like to see a four wheel drive vehicle available to the police department.
6.2 Baker-Dushin/Release-Marian Anderson

Selectman action requested to sign the release form for the Baker/Dushin property located at 6 High Street.
Mr. Baker and Ms. Dushin signed the release and the check was handed over.

6.3 Umberhind Library Update-Marian Anderson

Selectman update on the status of the library legal process.
Town Manager provided a letter from legal counsel on the status of the library and the formal work would be complete by the end of the month.

7.0
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS-NEW BUSINESS

7.1
David Harris Auto/Graveyard License


Selectman discussion requested by David Harris on his Auto/Graveyard License

The Town Manager stated that Mr. Harris has requested to come before the board the board is not reviewing any application. Cliff Goodall sent a letter to your attorney wondering where we stand we need something in writing that says you are not represented by counsel.  David Harris responded “that back in 2007 he had gone to Florida, before he left he cleaned up the junkyard.  Doug Marble signed a document stating that it was in compliance, during a meeting it was questioned what about the place across the street, other than that question it was in compliance with Town, State and DEP.  After that there was a letter from DEP from Bill Butler stating the place was a disaster, so when I came home from Florida, Richard Goodall (former Selectman) stated that the letter from DEP is holding back your license, that was news to me.  I was shocked I knew what it said in the letter wasn’t true, so I went to head of DEP in Portland, investigated the issue and Bill Butler was put on restriction, there was a rebuttal letter, stating that those allocations are false.  I needed to have it resurveyed, then there was an issue about a pond, storm issue permit from DEP that has junkyard surrounded with photos of the storm water program, there never was a pond.  There was a man made pond that I had filled in when I bought the place.  The lawyers have been playing a money game, now the DEP wants me to work with them, I have been put completely out of business since 2007, the only thing the selectmen did wrong was issue a 90 day license, they could only issue a one year license.  They sent the police over to stop me from working after the 90 days.  There are issues I could never prove except for the tapes that I have.  The Town Manager will not sign the letter to the state to operate my business.  My records have been in front of the court, my records got sent to the lawyers, I can’t afford to take on the Town of Richmond.  I have been losing money, I am renting out my home and have moved out of town, I need my license it needs to be given to m.  For 12 years in a row there was no problem then the system stopped, when that stopped so did I.   I just want to go to back to work, if I get into any more restriction it will have to go back to court, if there is something wrong, what is it?  
Selectman Tuttle questioned do we have that letter from DEP none of the current members were on the board in 2007. 
David Harris responded, give me your addresses and I will send it to you all.  
Selectman Tuttle asked that it be sent to the town office.  
David Harris continued, I have never had a problem until a neighbor probably complained, you can’t see it from the road, I am backed against the wall.  
Selectman Beckwith added “we don’t have a lot we can say about this with lawyers being involved.”  
David Harris responded “I don’t have a lawyer, I can have a letter drawn up, that’s all I have got to say.”   David Harris left abruptly.
7.2
Peacock Beach Revenues & Expenditures-Marian Anderson


Selectman discussion on the expenses and revenues generated by Peacock Beach.

The Town Manager stated she will get the bids to replace the fence, hopeful to get work through the prison at a lower cost since they initially built the fence.

Selectman Cummins asked if there will be a line item for Peacock Beach in next year’s town budget?  The Town Manager responded that yes we are tracking our expenses to get a sense of the revenue and expenditures, citizens treat the place well.
7.3
Addressing Ordinance-Marian Anderson


Selectman discussion on the procedure and guidelines for Street Name changes.

The Town Manager stated that Selectman Dunton had asked that you be provided with copies of the addressing ordinance.  There need to be some guidelines set, some town documents conflict, we need to clean up the policy/address costs to the town, there will need to be a public hearing for these policy changes.  Selectman Tuttle stated that the cost would be for the people wanting to change the name of the road which would need to be reflected in the policy.  Mrs. Ouellette stated that when we bought the property it was called Deer Run, we have had several problems with mailing and having packages delivered its frustrating.  The Town Manager stated that this was an approved subdivision by Gary Nash, the Cadrettes were the first to build a house in the subdivision, the E-911 required them to name the road and it was given the name Marnav Drive.  Selectman Cummins added that all streets shall have a name, we need to decide what are policy is. The Town Manager stated that we will work on the policy and keep Mr. & Mrs. Ouellette in the loop to move your issue forward.

7.4
Richmond Public Works Update-Marian Anderson


Selectman update on the public works director position

The Town Manager stated that applications closed on the 16th of the July, we received a total of 17 applications and we hope to start interviewing next week.  I would like a citizen, Selectman Beckwith, a public works director from another community and myself to sit on the interview committee.

7.5
Tree Growth Exemptions-Marian Anderson



Selectman action requested to approve several Tree Growth Exemption applications.



Tree Growth Exemption Applications:

Paul Porter & Susan Gear Porter



Ronald & Patricia Burrell



David Martin

Selectman Beckwith made a motion to approve the Tree Growth Exemption applications, Selectman Cummins seconded, motion passed (3-0).

7.6
Honoring Dave Thompson
The board presented former Chair/Selectboard member David Thompson with a plaque of recognition for 10 years of service to the Town of Richmond.
8.0
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS-ORAL & WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS

8.1
Public

Harold Averell questioned do you have to have two residences on a street to have a street name?  He would like to see Kennebec Street be part of Water Street, the Town Manager responded that we need to review the ordinances.

Seth Goodall stated that there is the potential closure of two lanes on I97 entering the town.  The Town Manager stated she received information on Monday from Mike of RUD, when working on I97 he saw an engineer who stated they are going to close I97 by Baker Brook for 3-5 weeks, we received no notification.  I started receiving pictures of detour signage around town.  Because of a call made by Seth Mike Burns of DOT came in for a meeting and stated he meant to come and hadn’t had a chance, they are maintaining that they are closing I97 for 3-5 days August 16-20th no traffic, they plan to re-route traffic from the interstate onto 201 to the Alexander Reed Road, I challenged their process to keep one lane opened, we were told they were closing the road, and they stated they had no protocol.  Seth Goodall spoke with Commissioner Cole he sends his apologies for not properly notifying the Town he has his lead engineer in tomorrow to review the project to make sure they have discounted any opportunities, there is impact on safety and businesses.  We should know more tomorrow, Seth has also been communicating with Rep. Berry, it is important we push to make sure one lane stays open.  They made no provision to protect the water main into the town.  The Town Manager added that we will notify all business owners.  Selectman Tuttle is concerned with putting traffic on the already in bad shape Alexander Reed Road.
8.2
Selectmen

Selectman Beckwith stated there were 97 participants and would like to thank everyone in Richmond for the Summer Recreation program.  Selectman Beckwith stated she will continue to run the soccer program which in the past has been through the school.
8.3
Town Manager-None
8.4 
Boards & Committees-None
9.0
WARRANTS


9.1
Request for action regarding all disbursement warrants.

Selectman Cummins made a motion to sign the warrant, Selectman Beckwith seconded, motion passed (3-0).
10.0
ADJOURNMENT

Selectman Cummins made a motion to adjourn 7:11p.m., Selectman Beckwith seconded, motion passed (3-0).

