MINUTES

MEETING OF THE RICHMOND BOARD OF SELECTMEN

TOWN OFFICE CONFERENCE ROOM

6:30P.M.-THURSDAY JULY 30, 2009

1.0
CALL TO ORDER

Selectmen: Rose Beckwith, Michelle Snowden, Tracy Tuttle, Clarence Cummins, Rose Beckwith, Town Manager-Marian Anderson and Secretary Laurisa Loon. Others Present: Corey Munsey, Jim Goodall, Gordon Sherman, Bucky Bodge and Dana Tuttle.


Selectman Tuttle called the meeting to order at 6:30p.m.
2.0
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


2.1
Moment of Silence

3.0
REQUEST TO APPROVE BOARD OF SELECTMEN MINUTES OF JULY 16, 2009

Selectman Cummins made a motion to approve the minutes, Selectman Beckwith seconded, motion passed (4-0).
4.0 APPOINTMENTS, RESIGNATIONS, PROCLAMATIONS, RESOLUTIONS

The Town Manager stated that O’Neil Laplante has resigned as Chairman of the Richmond Days Committee.  Selectman Beckwith made a motion to accept the resignation (4-0).

5.0 PUBLIC HEARINGS, PRESENTATION-NONE

6.0 ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS-UNFINISHED BUSINESS

6.1 Tallman Street Standing Water Issue-Marian Anderson

Selectmen discussion on the standing water issue located at Tallman Street.
The Town Manager had a meeting with Mike Broadbent and Dick Lachance.  Public Works has a catch basin left over from a previous project that could be used if the board allowed.  The catch basin  could be placed  in a shared area in the back yards on Tallman Street.  The neighbors would need to hire a contractor and pay for the labor.  Chairman Tuttle stated the Scribillito’s are having a water problem as well.  Robert Bodge of RUD stated that the weather has been a big factor.  The Town Manager stated she is looking for a consensus from the board that this would be a good solution to the problem.  Selectman Cummins questioned how many other problem areas are lurking, are there going to be problems down the road if people approach the town is to supply catch basins if need for more residents.  The Town Manager responded that the Tallman Street issue has been an ongoing problem for a period of time now and the residents have been waiting and pursuing this problem over the last few years.  
Selectman Snowden made a motion to offer a catch basin or any additional equipment to the Tallman Street water problem, Selectman Cummins seconded, motion passed (4-0).  Robert Bodge stated that it is a relatively inexpensive gesture to help the citizens.  
6.2 Riverfront RFP Update-Marian Anderson

Selectmen discussion on Riverfront RFP’s

The Town Manger stated that they are waiting for final paperwork from Augusta on the DEP Riverfront review, they have received a verbal Ok.  The RFP’s  will be back to the board toward the end of summer.  There is a proposed early dock removal this year tentatively set for October, the contractors states it would be easier.    The proposed restroom as designed has a gentlemen’s room with a urinal and one flush, the ladies rooms has a proposed one flush, would the board want two on the ladies side?  Dana Tuttle stated it would require two by law.  The structure would be 20 x 20.  Gordon Sherman questioned if the bathroom was still going to be close to the RUD building? The Town Manager responded that yes it would.
6.3 Lane Field Lights/Safety Fencing Update-Marian Anderson

Selectman discussion on the options for lights at Lane Field

The Town manager recommended that board should not take any further action at this point as far as the night lighting, as far as the fencing, the current fencing is falling down, but will be removed.  The material put up was wrong, it will be replaced with the correct material and coloring.  The boards consensus of the night lighting is a non issue, and to correct the fencing with the correct material and dark green color.

6.4 New Plumbing Fee Schedule-Marian Anderson

Selectmen discussion on proposed plumbing fees.

Your plumbing inspector goes out a minimum of two up to three to four times for inspections.  You are now required to do four inspections for a septic system, these fees are to help recapture the cost.  Local plumbers agree with fee increase, this is better than having an inspection fee added on.  Dana Tuttle stated that your better off charging a re-inspection fee, in most cases the LPI has to be designer and installer instead of just inspector.  Selectman Snowden questioned if home owners attempt to do plumbing to save money causing the inspector to make numerous visits  for inspection.  I agree an inspection fee would be a better approach.  Selectman Tuttle questioned if they could set $15/per fixture with a maximum of two visits with re-inspection fees incurring after that.  The Town Manager stated the plumbing fees are an attempt to get part of the LPI/CEO budget out of the tax base and be a self supporting office.   The Town now has to provide forms the State no longer takes care of.   The town is subsidizing that process, in an attempt to recapture that money.  Gordon Sherman stated he liked the idea that it has the opportunity to help pay for the office of the plumbing inspector.  Currently 25% of  the $6.00 fee goes to the State and the town is currently paying for the forms.  Robert Bodge agrees with Dana Tuttle that there should be a re-inspection fee, its very important to get that permit correct.  Selectman Cummins questioned if the initial fee is $60.00, then a re-inspection fee for more visits could be $30 per visit.  The Town Manager stated this is for discussion and a new fee sheet will be drawn up for the boards review.
6.5 Feral Cats & Rines Update-Marian Anderson

Selectman discussion on the ongoing clean-up effort at the Rine property and neighboring feral cat property.

The Town Manager stated that they are still working  on the issue.  They have placed a call into DOT to see what is in right of way they will be down tomorrow Friday July 31st.  Mr. Rines called and stated he was working on the issue.  The Town Manager had a conversation with the owners of the home next door, they are working on making the building safe so no one can break in by boarding up the open windows and doors, unless the board wants to go through the dangerous building process the home owners do not have a lot of resources, they have covered up some openings and are making an attempt.  The ACO has captured a few of the cats, and is working on the issue.

6.6 Selectboard Representative to the Cable Franchise Committee-Marian Anderson

Selectman action requested to nominate a Selectman Representative to serve on the Cable Franchise Committee.

We have two citizens who have applied to be on the committee, Peter Lewis and Marcia schools.  Selectman Beckwith would like to serve on the committee as selectboard representative.

7.0
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS-NEW BUSINESS

7.1 Town Trees-Clarence Cummins

Selectman discussion on the town trees located at the Cummins property

Clarence Cummins stated that 10 years ago the Conservation Commission received 400 trees, they were set near the old garage, ignored and neglected, they rescued about 250 trees and put them on the Cummins plot.  Nothing happened for years the summer before last, he brought the issue before the Town Manager, the town offered the trees to citizens or to anyone that wanted a tree.  They are now down to about 70 disidgious tree’s, they are 15-20 feet high.  The Town Manager stated that they can put an article in the September Newsletter.  Selectman Beckwith stated that the RSU is looking for trees for a grove to improve the landscaping at the high school.
7.2
Town Acquisition of R-6-060-04 Marian Anderson

Selectman discussion of a possible land acquisition of Tax Map R06-060-04 on Lincoln Street.  This land would be used to significantly cut the dangerous curve located on Lincoln Street.

The Town Manager stated at one time the town was interested in purchasing the land to straighten out the road.  Mike Lorbeski would sell to the town for $20,000.   Selectman Beckwith stated that the (Dump Road) has been developed and the board might want to consider for safety reasons.  Robert Bodge stated that at one time they were talking of swapping land on the left for that lot on the right.    The board feels the final decision needs to go to the town voters.  Selectman Cummins made a motion to approve subject approval at town meeting in June, Selectman Beckwith seconded, motion passed (3-1) Selectman Tuttle opposed.

8.0
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS-ORAL & WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS

8.1 Public

Corey Munsey stated the RSU is waiting to vote on the RCP Plan.  The Town Manager responded that a survey plan for the Marcia Buker School was never completed the deeds need to be drawn up, she has brought to Don Siviski’s attention several times and turned it over to the town attorney.  Elliot Thayer is starting the work at the Marcia Buker School.
Jim Goodall stated they are not fixing Route #24 correctly at the South Gardiner/Richmond line where the ditching is taking place.  If a car comes through fast they would go off the road.  The Town Manager stated that it is a State Road, the conversation needs to be with folks doing the work, it is nothing the town has control over.
Dana Tuttle stated there is quite a bit of damage to the High School Baseball Field caused by the Circus, there are lots of ruts out in left and center field, trailer trucks were brought across the field, he is disappointed with what happened.  The Town Manager responded that the Town of Richmond no longer owns the field it is owned by the RSU, Gary Carter told the circus to go there and not the soccer field, also it was heard that the damage was done by kids and cars with pick up trucks.  The School has hired someone to make the repairs.  Corey Munsey stated the Athletic Director and the Maintenance Supervisor said it was being taking care of.  Selectman Snowden stated it should be repaired ASAP.  Selectman Beckwith agrees with Selectman Cummins  that this problem needs to be brought to the RSU Members.    
Gordon Sherman questioned if the Shucks incident in town this week has been addressed they are creating a public nuisance.  The Town Manager stated that DEP was called along with inspections by RUD.  DEP will be down the first of the week.   Mike Broadbent is going to give a copy of certain conditions that were suppose to be met within a certain timeframe which has not been done.  The town is billing them for the cleanup. The Town and RUD will move forward together.  Selectman Snowden stated from past experience there has always been issues with Shucks.  The Code Enforcement Officer and Mike Broadbent have been instructed to  visit everyday.  Under Land and Air Quality they need to be inspected and be in compliance. 
8.2
Selectmen

Selectman Snowden would like to see the crosswalk signs back up?

Selectman Cummins feels the crosswalks are not that visible so you do need the sign.

Selectman Beckwith stated that Summer Recreation is over and would like to compliment the police on the coverage at ball field during Richmond Days.
Selectman Tuttle questioned if we received any bids on the town truck for sale, the Town Manager responded that we received one bid.  What is the status of the former Pleasant Pond Market Store?  The Town Manager responded that a permit was issued for one trailer, there is a vacant trailer and shed with out permits, we have taken pictures and are in the process of sending out violations.  The property should never have been permitted it was a Change of Use.

8.2 Town Manager

· Received a letter from Tedford Housing requesting that their allocation of $200 be increased to $500.  They currently have six families from Richmond participating in their program.  Selectman Cummins made a motion to increase their allocation by $300, Selectman Beckwith seconded, motion passed (4-0).

· Public works have been cleaning state drains on Front Street, they were plugged with debris, DOT did not have time to clean them.
· The stop sign at Lincoln Street and the New Road will be taken care of by Wednesday by Mr. Ferris, if not  public works would be out.

· The Beedle Road will be worked on next week.  There may be a little overtime incurred by the Public Works Department.
· The Interstate opens on Monday, Tuesday at the latest.  Selectman Cummins questioned if there would be any compensation from the state for damage to roads.  The Town Manager responded that they don’t have funds but they will make it right.  Selectman Snowden questioned if Pike was getting a bonus for finishing early.  The Town Manager stated that the contractor has been really good to the town.

8.4
Boards & Committees-None
9.0 WARRANTS

9.1
Request for action regarding all disbursement warrants.

Selectman Beckwith made a motion to approve the warrant, Selectman Snowden seconded, motion passed (4-0).

10.0
EXECUTIVE SESSION 1 M.R.S.A. 405 (6)(A)-Personnel Matters-Cancelled
11.0
ADJOURNMENT

Selectman Snowden made a motion to adjourn at 7:54p.m., Selectman Cummins seconded, motion passed (4-0).
Respectfully Submitted by:_________________________________________





Laurisa Loon
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