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budgets submitted by the 
Department Heads start 
from this premise.  But 
these budgets are only the 
beginning.  The Budget 
Committee will review eve-
rything.  They will hold sev-
eral meetings, looking at 
each line item within each 
department’s budget.  The 
Department Heads will be 
questioned about their pri-
orities and whether they 
really need x-dollars for 
tires, or that new generator, 
or whatever the line item 
may be.  Later on in the 
process the Selectmen will 
review both the Depart-
ment Head’s request and 
the Budget Committee’s 
recommendation.  If there 
is a disagreement between 
the request and the recom-
mendation much effort will 
be made to resolve the dif-
ferences, based on the 
best possible understand-
ing of the department’s 
needs.   
 Although budget 
meetings – whether con-
ducted by the Budget Com-
mittee, the Selectmen or 
joint meetings – may lack 
the excitement of a football 
game or Dancing with the 
Stars, they are very impor-
tant to every resident of the 
Town.  Public participation 
is strongly encouraged.  
We urge you to attend and 
let us know what your 

This year the Town’s annual 
budget process begins sev-
eral weeks earlier than it has 
in previous years.  This is 
because the annual Town 
Meeting has been moved to 
early April instead of the 
usual early June date.  A 
great deal of time and 
thought goes into preparing 
Richmond’s annual budget.  
This year the Town Manager 
has instructed the Depart-
ment Heads to prepare flat 
budgets.  That means that 
the total budget for each de-
partment cannot exceed that 
department’s budget for last 
year.  The first thought that 
comes to mind is that it 
should be simple – just copy 
last year’s budget and turn it 
in.  It is not that easy.  Al-
most without exception, de-
partmental requirements 
change.  For instance, Public 
Works may need more (or 
less) sand and salt for next 
winter.  Equipment ages so 
that repair and replacement 
requirements will be differ-
ent, and so forth.  In addition, 
priorities shift from year to 
year and, the cost for every-
thing from copier ink to repair 
parts continues to go up. 
 So, the question for 
every Department Head be-
comes: “How can I provide 
the same level of service, or 
even better service, with 
what in essence are less re-
sources?”  The preliminary 

thoughts are.   We often 
hear concerns and objec-
tions at the Town Meeting 
but rarely hear them during 
the budget process.  Come 
and let us know what you 
think during the process, 
not after we have com-
pleted it. 
 There are some 
items in the overall budget 
that are beyond the control 
of the Town.  These in-
clude the Sagadahoc 
County taxes, which fortu-
nately have remained rela-
tively stable for several 
years, but may well in-
crease in the future.  The 
Richmond Water District, 
which is separate from the 
Town, charges the Town a 
hydrant rental fee.  Last 
year that fee went up sig-
nificantly.  Then there is the 
School Budget which the 
Town has no control over 
it; a budget that increases 
each year. 
 As for those budget 
costs the Town can control 
our Town Manager and our 
Town employees work hard 
to use our tax dollars 
wisely.   In recent years we 
have seen significant pro-
gress in the saving of 
money due to innovation, 
efficiency and a lot of leg 
work on part of various em-
ployees to obtain the best 
price for those products 
and services we must buy.   

The Selectmen’s Corner by: Clarence Cummins 
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26 Gardiner Street 
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7:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
Closed Friday 

www.richmondmaine.com 
 

U.S. POSTAL SERVICE 

737-4423 

Special points of interest: 

 Tax Bills are out!  

 1st half due November 10th 

 Don’t forget school is back in session, drive slow, 

watch for stopping school buses and stop for pe-
destrians! 

 ELECTIONS-NOVEMBER 8th at the Richmond 
High School from 8:00a.m. to 8:00p.m. 

 Peacock Beach is closed for the 2011 Season. 

 2012 Peacock Beach passes available at the Town 
Office $30.00 (Great Gift Idea!) 

 Interested in Advertising in the Mainely Richmond 
call Laurisa at 737-4305 ext. 208! 
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News from the Richmond Utilities District 

The Richmond Utilities District has 
continued to work on I & I issues 
this summer and we wrapped up the 
last bit of phase 2 sewer construction 
on Main Street.  We have made im-
provements to the wastewater treat-
ment plant and have plans to up-
grade the Front Street pumping sta-
tion.  We will be replacing a number 
of failed sewer service lines around 
Town and we appreciate the coop-
eration from homeowners.  This 
work is part of the District’s com-
mitment to reduce overflows and to 
meet the demands of the Town of 
Richmond.  We will be conducting 
more smoke testing on the 25th of 
August in areas where the District 
continues to experience high flows. 
As always, we will notify you if you 
are in an affected area. 
 

The District will be collecting lead 
and cooper samples in September. 
The Drinking Water Program re-
quires that these samples come from 
the taps of residential homes, so the 
District will coordinate this with 
customers when the time comes.  If 
you receive a sample kit please fol-
low the sampling instructions that 
are inside the kit.  If you are not able 
to participate in the sampling please 
notify the District as soon as possi-

ble as this is a very time sensitive 
test. 
 

The District will be applying for a 
loan of $387,000 to complete water 
main upgrades on Main Street from 
the High School entrance east to 
High Street.  These improvements 
will have to be made in the near 
future to accommodate lighting and 
sidewalk improvements the Town 
hopes to make this fall. The District 
originally planned on completing 
this work in 2014 as part of its capi-
tal improvements plan to avoid rais-
ing rates. However, if the town goes 
forward with its plan to install and 
replace sidewalks over the century-
old water main, it is likely the Dis-
trict will have to raise rates again in 
2012 to coordinate the replacement 
of the old water main with the light-
ing and sidewalk project and to be-
gin repayment of the loan ahead of 
the previous capital improvement 
plan. 
 

The District has recently raised its 
rates at the recommendation of 
Maine Rural Water Association 
(MRWA).  MRWA was hired by 
the District to complete the required 
rate case for the Maine Public Utili-
ties Commission.  MRWA looked 

at our debts, capital improve-
ment plan, incorporated depre-
ciation and came up with the 
necessary increase for the Dis-
trict.  Since the rates had in-
creased minimally over the past 
few years. Our rates were, and 
remain, some of the lowest in the 
state. The increased rates allow 
us to borrow funds at lower in-
terest rates to make progress on 
our capital improvement plan 
and avoid raising rates higher 
and higher to pay for the pro-
jects.  As a result, the town’s 
cost of fire protection, also 
known as hydrant rental, has in-
creased.  By Maine law, 30% of 
the District’s revenues must 
come from fire protection and is 
beyond the control of the Dis-
trict. 
 

The District would like to thank 
Regina Flower for her service to 
the District for the past 32 years.  
Regina has been an instrumental 
part of the District’s day to day 
operations and she will be 
missed.  The Trustees staff and I 
would like to thank her for all of 
her support and tireless efforts. 
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PLUMBING PERMITS 

New building codes are in effect.  Please 
call or email any questions about your 
project.  If you have questions regarding 
codes or permit requirements related to 
your project please contact me at 737-
4305 ext. 205, I am available to meet 
with you. The plumbing permit fees 
were raised by the State for internal and 
external systems, your permits will now 
be $10./per fixture with a minimum fee 
of $40. for internal plumbing.  External 

plumbing (septic systems) fees are $250. 
for non-engineered systems, $200 for 
engineered systems, Disposal Field 
$150., and replacement tank $150., these 
are the most common fees. 

There have been concerns and com-
plaints about junk cars, metals and de-
bris.  To avoid receiving a letter from 
the CEO to voluntarily clean any debris, 
you can dispose of certain items at the 

Richmond Holding Area.  The two 
closest scrap metal recyclers are 
Grimmel Industries located in Top-
sham 1-800-769-9701 and Clark’s Car 
Crushing located in Farmingdale 207-
623-1725. 

The charge for work started before 
the issuance of a building permit is 
presently DOUBLE the permit fee. 

Code Enforcement By: Brian Morse 
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NAME ADDRESS MAP/LOT DESCRIPTION 

Micro Technologies 41 Main Street U02-190-00 18” x 30” Sign 

Lloyd Bartlett 809 Brunswick Road R09-035-0T Demo mobile home 

TTSA/Roger Gervais 958 Brunswick Road U15-015-00 Replace building 18 x 30 

Steven Davis 102 Lincoln Street R01-069-04 10 x 12 Deck 

Bank of Maine 111 Main Street U07-022-00 2 Signs 

Richard Brown 495 Main Street R03-028-00 12 x 12 Deck 

David Dore 257 Pitts Center Road R06-057-01 24 x 28 Addition  

US Cellular 728 Main Street R03-006-T3 Replace 3 antennas 

W. Moulton 932 Brunswick Road U15-005-01 14 x 28 Garage 

J. Purington 20 Hamel Ridge  R04-010-01-05 28x56/30x30 Garage/8 x 24 Porch 

J. Bursley 163 Brown Road R04-058-00 Demo Building 

J. Cassidy 108 Marston Road R08-036-11 18 x 52 Pool 

S. Harvey Brunswick Road U09-001-01 32x60-2 Story Barn 

J. Byrd 116 Lincoln Street R01-069-07 6 x 18 Porch 

P. Flynn 363 Langdon Road R02-050-00 Replacement External 

Tabernacle 958 Brunswick Road U15-015-00 Internal Plumbing 

L. Reitano 1410 Plummer Road R04-001-00 External Plumbing 

RSU #2 28 High Street U01-089-00 Internal Plumbing 

R. Fredsall 472 Lincoln Street R06-059-00 Internal Plumbing 

J. Purington 20 Hamel Ridge R04-010-01-05 3 Bedroom Septic 

G. Poulin 82 Parks Road R02-067-00 Replacement Septic 

J. Bursley 163 Brown Road R04-058-00 3 Bedroom Septic/Internal  

N. Berdan 974 Brunswick Road U15-016-00 Septic Tank Only 



News from the Umberhine Library 

We hope you 
all have had a 
good summer 
and are rested 
and ready for 
the Autumn 
rush of school, 
sports, and har-

vesting.  We are also getting ready for 
autumn.  We have two new computers 
installed for the public.  They are very 
busy and for that reason we need to 
limit your time to 30 minutes.  If you 
need to do a report, job application or 
anything that would require more than 
the 30 minute limit you can reserve the 
computer for a specific length of time.  
Children under the age of 8 must be 
accompanied by a parent/guardian 
while using the computer.  Copies can 
only be printed in black/white.  The 
fee is $.25/page.  You may also bring 
your laptop and use our wireless inter-
net either inside our on nice days relax 
on our porch. 

We have a really nice easy chair, three 
bean bag chairs and a table for your 
use.   

Children’s story hour will start up again 
Wednesday September 14th 9:30-
10:30a.m.  We do a story, a craft or 
game and a small snack.  We do ask 
that you keep your children quite dur-
ing story time and that there is no run-
ning in the library.  I will sincerely miss 
the children that have gone onto Kin-
dergarten.  We have become great 
friends!  I cannot wait to see my old 
and new friends come back.  Everyone 
is welcome!   

We will be bringing back our Har-
vest Sale this year.  Although it 
won’t be the same as on the old 
library lawn, we will hopefully have 
the same great cooks in town do-
nating their wonderful baked 
goods to sell.  We will also have 
some great used books for sale.  
More details to come! 

We have a few new DVD’s in the 
library: Harry Potter and the 
Deathly Hallows-Part I, Tangled, 
Toy Story 3, Legends of the 
Guardians, Coraline, Alpha and 
Omega, Furry Vengeance, Hoot, 
True Grit, Battle Los Angeles, The 
Kings Speech, The Social Network, 
Hereafter, Grownups, The Tourist, 
Ghost Town, and Eat Prey Love. 

New Books: Adults: The Land of 
the Painted Caves, Jean Auel, CD; 
To Kill a Mockingbird, Harper 
Lee, CD; Now You See Her, James 
Patterson, Book/CD; Then Came 
You, Jennifer Weiner, Book/CD; 
Split Second, Catherine Coulter, 
Book/CD; Burnt Mountain, Anne 
Rivers Siddon, Book/CD; Happy 
Birthday, Danielle Steel, Book/CD; 
Bourn Dominion, Eric Lustbader, 
Book/CD; Quinn, Iris Johansen, 
Book/CD/ Before I Go to Sleep, 
S.J. Watson, Book; The Silent Girl, 
Tess Gerritsen, Book/CD; Silver 
Girl, Book/CD; A Stolen Life, Jay-
cee Dugard, Book/CD; Michael 
Vey, Richard Paul Evans, Book; 
Ideal Man, Julie Garwood, Book; 
Victory and Honor, W.E.B. Grif-
fin, Book. 

Young Adult: Hush Hush, 
Becca Fitzpatrick, Book; Fallen, 
Lauren Kate, Book; Passion, 
Lauren Kate, Book; Pretties, 
Scott Westerfeld, Speak, Laurie 
Halse Anderson, Book; The 
Bridge to Neverland, Dave Barry, 
Book; Middle School The Worst 
Years of My Life, James Patter-
son, Book; Diary of Wimpy Kid, 
Jeff Kinney, Book; Dongs in the 
Dead of Night, Mary Pope Os-
borne, Book. 

Children: Skippy John Jones, 
Class Action, Judy Schachner, 
Book; Should I Share My Ice 
Cream, Mo Willems, Book; 
There is a Bird on Your Head, 
Mo Willems, The Pigeon Finds a 
Hotdog, Mo Willems, Don’t Let 
the Pigeon Stay Up Late, Mo 
Willems. 
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RSU #2 Update by: Jonathan Edwards 

Summer Vacation is over and the 
new school year has begun! Along 
with the school year, there are also 
new representatives of Richmond 
serving on the RSU #2 School 
Board. First ,  Carrie Long 
(clong@kidsrsu.org) was elected in 
June to a one-year term,  Robin 
Thayer (rthayer@kidsrsu.org), will 
serve for two years and  Jonathan 
Edwards (jedwards@kidsrsu.org) 
was elected to serve a three-year 
term.  In addition to serving on the 
School Board, each representative 
serves on one or two committees.  
Carrie has been selected to serve 
on the Policy and Personnel Com-
mittee and the Communication and 
Technology Committee.  Robin 
has also agreed to serve on the 
Communication and Technology 
Committee.  Jon will be serving on 
the Building & Grounds, Food Ser-
vice and Transportation Commit-
tee and the Communication and 
Technology Committee. 

Being some of the “newbies” to 
the School Board, we all have a 
large amount to learn.  We have 
twice as a Board since our election.  
The first was July 13th and most 
recently on August 3rd.  Our next 
meeting will be held Thursday Sep-
tember 8th at the Henry Cottrell 
School in Monmouth at 6:00.m. 
and that brings me to the first 
piece of information to share with 
all of you in Richmond.  The RSU 
2  webs i t e  i s  l oca t ed  a t 
www.kidsrsu.org.  I invite you to 

check it out and add it to your Fa-
vorites list.  You can find news and 
information on the home page.  
The green section under the pic-
tures offers links to each town’s 
schools.  You can find School 
Board information with the 
Schoolboard link.  This section lists 
each representative of the School 
Board as well as their e-mail ad-
dress.  Below the list of Board 
members, it lists agendas and min-
utes for each of the meetings.  You 
can find the School Board Meeting 
and the School calendars with the 
Calendar link.  I urge each and 
every one of you to visit the site 
and become familiar with it.  You 
can also sign up to join the RSU 2 
News Mailing List. 

As the newest representatives of 
Richmond, we are looking for in-
put from our community.  If we 
are informed about the issues that 
matter to our town, we are able to 
make better, stronger decision on 
your behalf.  In return, we want to 
contribute to each publication of 
the Mainely Richmond newsletter 
and let you know what has been 
taking place at the meetings. 

Speaking of which: Virgi l 
Hammonds has taken over as Su-
perintendent.  Virgil comes to 
Maine from California with an im-
pressive amount of experience and 
energy.  He has visited each com-
munity at least once since taking 
over and plans multiple visits to 
each school throughout the year.  

Some of those visits will be sched-
uled and some will be unannounced, 
surprise visits.  As a little surprise to 
each of us on the School Board, Mr. 
Hammonds even gave us some 
homework.  We have been asked to 
read two books- “Our Iceberg is 
Melting” by John Kotter and 
“Inevitable” by Chuck Swan and Bea 
McGarvey.  I think everyone is curi-
ous to see if we get more assign-
ments as the year goes along! 

In our July and August meetings, it 
was mostly getting acclimated to our 
new roles, signing up for committees 
and meeting folks.  The RSU has 
some new teachers that we wel-
comed and we also said goodbye to 
others who resigned or retired.   

The Board has also voted to change 
the night of our meetings from 
Wednesday to Thursdays.  This helps 
to accommodate folks who wish or 
need to attend their town’s Town 
Council or Selectboard meetings.  
The committees may also be meeting 
on Thursdays or they may be on 
other nights as members schedules 
allow.  Please check the website of-
ten to confirm dates and times be-
fore heading out to attend meetings. 

So, in closing, please visit the website 
and attend as many meetings as you 
can.  Time has been set aside in each 
meeting to hear from the public and 
you comments, concerns, praise and 
involvement is always welcome.  We 
look forward to hearing from the 
people in Richmond on all matters 
that interest you pertaining to the 
schools and to the RSU. 



SENIOR NOTES FOR SENIOR FOLKS 
SEPTEMBER ACTIVITIES 

9-11-11: 8:00p.m. Candle Lighting at the Waterfront Park in observance of the 10th anniversary of 9-11. Everyone 
welcome. 

9-12-11: 9:30a.m., Monthly planning meeting. 

9-12-11: 1-3p.m., Brooke Jansen, Consumer Information Specialist, will be at the center to discuss Medicare.  
Open to the public. 

9-14-11: 11:30a.m.-Kate Schleh, Northeast Security System, Inc. will be at the center to discuss their Medical 
Emergency System which is a Home Healthcare Signal Device, similar to Lifeline.  Open to the public. 

9-14-11: 12:00-Pot luck Dinner.  Bring a dish to share.  Game day follows. 

9-20-11: 9:00-2:00p.m.-Elder Expo will be held at Cook’s Corner, Brunswick. Open to public. Must provide own 
transportation. 

9-28-11: 10:00a.m.-Ryan Collins from Habitat for Humanity will be at the center to discuss home weatherization. 

 

OCTOBER ACTIVITIES 

10-1-11: Foliage Trip to Pinelands also trolley rides available at the cost of $6.00/90 minute ride. (Time to be an-
nounced). Lunch at Cole Farms. 

10-3-11: 9:30a.m.-Monthly planning meeting. 

10-5-11: 10:00a.m.-Alice Knapp, Attorney, will be at the center to discuss, wills, living wills and D.N.R. docu-
ments. 

10-12-11: 12:00-Pot Luck Dinner.  Bring a dish to share.  Game day to follow. 

10-14-11: 1:00p.m.-(Meet at the center to caravan, otherwise transportation is on your own.) 2:00p.m. Sawyer Me-
morial-Chapel Chix and Chap, old time singing group. 

10-19-11:  9:15a.m.-Maine Eastern Railroad trip to Rockland from Brunswick.  Cost $37.00/round trip.  Provide 
own transportation to Brunswick.  Sign up by October 5th. (Lunch/Shopping on your own). 

10-26-11: 10:00a.m.-Jim Pierce from People Plus will discuss transportation problems/solutions. 

10-29-11: 10:00a.m.-2:00p.m.-Medication Collection.  Bring unwanted, unused, outdated household medications, 
prescriptions, over the counter, veterinary, etc.. Open to the public. 

October: Quilting with Barbara Acord (Dates/Times to be announced) 

 

NOVEMBER ACTIVITIES 

11-7-11: Monthly Planning Meeting 

11-9-11: Pot Luck Dinner. Bring a dish to share. Game day follows. 

11-12-11: 10:30a.m. Veterans Appreciation Dinner.  Dinner will be served at 11:30a.m., Open to all Veterans. 

 

NEEDED: Volunteer drivers for “Meals on Wheels” for Sagadahoc County, if interested please call 729-0475 
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The Town of Richmond would like 
to thank Betty Pratt, Senior Service 
Director for the Town of Rich-
mond Senior Program for her ser-
vice to the seniors of Richmond.  
Betty started with the Town in Oc-
tober of 2006 and retired August 
31, 2011. 

Betty’s time, patience, creativity 
and enthusiasm will be greatly 
missed.   

Betty and the senior group have 
been a tremendous help with town 

sponsored activities and we will 
miss working with her on those 

events! 

The Town Senior group refers to 
themselves as “The Golden Oldies” 
and all of the participants at the cen-
ter wish Betty all the best. 

 

The Town Sponsored Senior Group 
would like to extend an invitation to 
all seniors to join them.   For more 
information you can call the center at 
737-2161.  

 

Thanks Betty for your Service! 

Richmond Food Pantry Update By: Alan Thornton 

The Richmond Food Pantry has now been opened for 3 months offering food for those in need at 
7 different times.  The pantry is located in the dining room of the DRUM Church located at 121 
Pleasant Street.  The food pantry is open the first Wednesday of the month from 4-6p.m. and the 

third Saturday of the month from 2-4p.m. 

We currently have over  60 volunteers and we have over 100 clients representing about 300 family members.  
About 90% of the clients are from Richmond.  We are now trying to expand the pantry into the Dresden area.  
Due to the cost of holding the food pantry, we will be holding several fund raising events during the balance of 
2011: 

1. A community breakfast at the DRUM Church dining room on Saturday 9/24/11 from 7-10a.m.  The cost will 
be $6.00/adults and $3.00/children under 12.   

2. A Zumba introductory class level exercise evening at the Old Goat upstairs room on Saturday 10/8/11 from 9
-12p.m.  The cost is $20.00 for a fun packed exercise night! 

3. A dessert auction and skits/plays performed by the 
Richmond Players on Friday 10/28/11.  Time and place 
to be announced. 

4. A silent auction with a “Taste of Richmond” area foods 
on Saturday 12/3/11 at the Old Goat upstairs.  Time to 
be announced. 

Please support all of the fund raising events for the Rich-
mond Food Pantry as we serve those in need in the Rich-
mond and Dresden area. 
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Richmond Police Department   
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The Richmond Police Department would like to welcome 
two new part time police officers: 

Josh Staples of West Gardiner who has already been 
trained and working the road.  Also, Gary Hickey II, of 
West Gardiner, Hickey has started the Police Departments 
field training program and should complete it successfully, 
allowing him to work shifts on his own. 

The following is the incidents report for 7/1/11-8/25/11: 

 

BOARD & COMMITTEE OPENINGS 
 
 

Budget Committee:  
 1 Opening/3yr. Term 
 
Appeals Board:  
 2 Openings/3yr terms 
 2 Openings/3yr terms (Alternate) 
 
Community Development Revolving Loan Fund  
 2 Openings/2 yr terms 
 2 Openings/2 yr terms (Alternate) 
 
Please contact the Town Clerk, Ryan Chandler for 
more information  call 737-4305 ext. 202. 
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September 2011 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 
Farmers Mrkt 

2-6p.m. 

3 

4 5     Labor Day 
Town Office 

Closed 

6 7 
Selectmen 
6:00p.m. 

8 9 
Farmers Mrkt 

2-6p.m. 

10 

11 12 
Fire Dept. Mtg. 

6:00p.m. 

13 
R.U.D.* 
6:00p.m. 

14 15 16 
Farmers Mrkt 

2-6p.m. 

17 

18 19 
Fire Dept. Mtg. 

6:00p.m. 

20 21 
Selectmen  
6:00p.m. 

22 23 
Farmers Mrkt 

2-6p.m. 

24 

25 26 
Fire Dept. Mtg. 

6:00p.m. 

27 
Planning Brd. 

6:00p.m. 

28 29 30 
Farmers Mrkt 

2-6p.m. 

 

Fire Department meetings are held at the Fire Department on the corner of Myrtle and Main Street 
Selectmen & Planning Board Meetings are held at the Town Office on Gardiner Street 

*Richmond Utilities District meetings are held at the sewer plant on Water Street. 
Farmers Market held at Fort Richmond Waterfront Park 


